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There’s no question much of 2020 was 
unconventional. Yet, despite the many challenges 
and changes people continue to face worldwide, 
the spirit of resilience, hopefulness, and ingenuity 

strengthens and grows. The team at ULTRA TEC has 
witnessed this during interaction with customers, 

and it’s something the team strives to support. 

In speaking about additional things the team has 
observed, Tim Hazeldine, vice president of Sales 
& Marketing for ULTRA TEC, cited the incredible 
growth in hobby interests. While hobbies, such 
as rockhounding and lapidary work, have been 
around for a long time and experienced growth 
during the past few years, “the effect has been 

exacerbated this year — with a large percentage of 
our customers becoming home-based for a variety of 
reasons,” Hazeldine said. “It is exciting that hands-on 

hobbies like faceting are seeing growth, and we 
are pleased to be a part of this overall trend.”

In addition to the overall increased interest 
in faceting, fantasy cutting, specifically, is 

attracting a growing number of people. Another 
emerging trend is the cutting of synthetic 

material in lapidary work, Hazeldine reports.

Whatever trends and passions pique the 
interests of seasoned stone and glass cutters 
or new hobbyists, ULTRA TEC aims to remain 
diligent in safely and mindfully supporting and 
serving its customers and following the path of 
innovation, just as it has for the past 55 years.

S p o n s o r e d  b y

ULTRA TEC cutters Ron Snelling and Scott Sucher 
with Rock & Gem’s own Tracy Alvarez at the ULTRA 
TEC booth at TGMS Tradeshow in 2020. TED BARKER

Members of the Houston Gem & Mineral Society shown with a few of the 
Society’s ULTRA TEC machines.  RANDY CARLSON OF THE HGMS
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Visit: www.mitchelljewelrystudio.com   |   Email: tommitchellgems@gmail.com

TOM MITCHELL
Mitchell Jewelry Studio,  
www.mitchelljewelrystudio.com

How often have you heard someone say, or perhaps you’ve 
told yourself, “When I retire, I’m going to…(fill in the blank)”?

As is common in rockhounding, mineralogy, and lapidary, 
many people don’t wait until retirement to dive in. Still, 
there is a certain amount of freedom in choosing to feed 
such a passion in retirement. Just ask Tom Mitchell.

Before retiring and moving to Florida with his wife, he had 
no lapidary experience, Mitchell explained. Well, he has made 
considerable strides since getting started. That’s not to say 
he did not appreciate geology before developing a passion for 
lapidary. For years, he would always bring along various gold 
panning equipment during camping trips and seek areas to 
pan. Plus, he took a few geology classes during college. As a 
child, he said he thoroughly enjoyed picking up pretty rocks, 
and believed he would have had an amazing rock collection if 
his mother had not discovered the geological treasures in his 
pants pockets while preparing his clothes for the laundry.

“What I have found since becoming interested in lapidary 
endeavors is that there is an infinite amount of beauty in what 
God has created, and if you are willing to put a little effort into 
it, you will get to see it,” Mitchell said. “I never dreamed that I 
would become so involved in this art form. It just happened, 
and I have not had a day of regret since my first bucket of 
rocks. I am still amazed at how beautiful nature is and love 
creating something that others appreciate and cherish.”

While multiple experiences led Mitchell to his present, one 
of the most memorable was when he learned about faceting. 
While camping and panning in Cleveland, Georgia, he opted to 
purchase a bucket of rocks offered by the mine. While sorting 
through the bucket’s contents, he found a few pieces, which the 
mine clerk explained were pieces of citrine, amethyst, garnet, 
ruby, emerald, and sapphire. Then the clerk said they could 
facet the stones for Mitchell. Do what now, he thought? Then 
the clerk showed Mitchell faceted stones in the mine office 
display case. His first thought was, “Wow, I can make these into 
jewelry for my wife.” The door was open. On the second day, he 
purchased a $60 bucket and brought his finds to the mine office, 
where they helped him choose some stones to be faceted.

On the final day of their trip, as Mitchell was head-
ing to the mine office to purchase a bucket, his wife 
said, “Wait for me. You’re having too much fun with 
those rocks. I want to get a bucket of rocks, too.”

Long story short, they purchased a couple of buckets, 
and as they were sorting their finds at the mine office, 
Mitchell’s wife held a three-inch-long six-sided green crystal. 
After the clerk regained her composure, she informed the 
Mitchells they found an emerald in that bucket, and the 
piece was cut into two. One piece became earrings and the 
other a 15.1-carat pendant. As he continued to amass more 
knowledge, Mitchell thought it wise to contact a Floridan 
gem appraiser to take a look at the stones. The 15.1 carat 
emerald was appraised for more than $20,000. “That’s when I 
decided that I needed to learn how to facet myself,” he said.

It was the desire to learn facetting that led Mitchell to ask 
the fee mine owners if they taught classes, and although 
they didn’t, they referred him to the William Holland School 
of Lapidary Arts (www.lapidaryschool.org). After taking a few 
faceting classes and asking instructors about their equipment 
recommendations, it was a resounding ULTRA TEC. His initial 
purchase from ULTRA TEC included the V2 digital right hand 
mast (which he later had converted to a V5), a flex neck lamp, 
three additional index gears besides the 96 index gear that 
comes with the machine, a 33 dop set to supplement the 
12 dop set that comes with the machine, a complete set of 
emerald dops, the facet saw kit and two saw blades, a faucet 
kit and two sets of Guiu Doppers for small and larger stones.  

“Over the years, I have made several suggestions to ULTRA 
TEC on little things that they could do to improve their 
machines, and so far, they have come through with all of them,” 
Mitchell said. “They are the only faceting machine manufacturer 
that responds to suggestions from their customers.”

As 2021 gets underway, Mitchell enters his 11th year 
teaching at William Holland School of Lapidary Arts, 
concludes his sixth year as a board member and nearly 
four years as President of the United States Faceters Guild, 
continues as president of the Tomoka Faceters Guild and 
works with his wife running Mitchell Jewelry Studio. 

It’s a busy schedule, but this “retiree” wouldn’t have it any 
other way, as rockhounding, doing lapidary work, teaching, 
and serving the community that gives him so much, are 
how Mitchell makes the most of his time on Earth.

Clockwise from top: Tom Mitchell and his ULTRA TEC V5 Classic Faceting 
Machine; citrine Frosted Star; Russian amethyst princess cut. JUDY MITCHELL
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